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 NOTCHING AND BORING THROUGH JOISTS 

October 15, 2004 
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joist depth
           D

<=D
notches not permited
within middle third

notches within span, but bored holes bored holes
1/3 span each end are permitted also permitted

Width

Bored holes - Maximum size hole, 40% width
2 x 4 - 1.4" (1-3/8") diameter holes
2 x 6 - 2.2" (2-3/16"

Bored holes in double studs
Double studs - 60% of width - no more than two adjoining

*5/8" min. edge double studs shall be bored.
distance 2 x 4 - 2.1" (1-1/8") diameter holes

2 x 6 - 3.3" (3-3/16"
Stud

Notches- Maximum depth, 25% of width
2 x 4 - .87" (7/8") deep notch
2 x 6 - 1.37" (1-3/8") deep notch

Width

Bored holes - Maximum size hole, 60% width
2 x 4 - 2.1" (2-1/8") diameter holes
2 x 6 - 3.3" (3-5/16"

*5/8" min. edge Notches- Maximum depth, 40% of width
distance 2 x 4 - 1.4" (1-3/8") deep notch

2 x 6 - 2.2" (2-3/16") deep notch
Stud

*Portion of stud remaining at notches or holes shall be sound wood without excessive strength-reducing   
properties such as knots, breaks, splits, excessive slope of grain, etc.
 INTERIOR NONBEARING WALLS

Notching and Boring Through Joists

Bored, Cutting and Notching of Wall Studs

Exterior Walls and Bearing Walls
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